City of Florence

Environmental Management Advisory Committee

November 17, 2011 ~ Regular Session 2:00 pm
1. CALL TO ORDER

Chairperson (CP) Forsythe called the meeting of the Environmental Management Advisory Committee (EMAC) to order at 2:03 p.m. 
2. ROLL CALL

Present:  CP Robert Forsythe, Vice Chairperson (VC) Sharon MacLeod, Committee Member (CM) Sandra Davidson, CM Robin Sullivan, and CM Bonnie MacDuffee
Absent:  CM Janice Willoughby
Others present:  Senior Planner (SP) Wendy Farley-Campbell, Dan Webb and Joe Wonderlich (sp) of County Transfer and Recycling (CTR).  
3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

CM MacLeod made the motion to approve the Agenda.  CM Davidson seconded the motion.  The motion passed by unanimous vote. 

4. PUBLIC COMMENT

CP Forsythe stated the following:  “This is an opportunity for members of the audience to bring to the EMAC’s attention, any items not otherwise listed on the Agenda. Comments will be limited to a maximum time of 10 minutes for all.”
There was no public comment.
old BUSINESS
5. Rate Review and Independent Consultant
SP Farley-Campbell stated that there were 3 responses to the RFP. The self-selected committee reviewed the 3 proposals on November 14, 2011. Dave Twombly reviewed in advance on November 11 due to vacation. Committee is waiting for one more member's response before recommending award. Goal is to be under contract by the middle of the week of November 21, 2011. All responders are available to begin in that timeframe. 
CTR Joe Wonderlich asked if this committee would be looking at financials. SP Farley-Campbell responded that this is the first meeting since the financials were due. Both haulers have submitted and the City did receive the financials by November 1, 2011.  

Joe requested an explanation of how the consultants' invoices would be handled. SP Farley-Campbell stated that the City's understanding is that haulers will be billed, but a statement could be attached to the billing. CP Forsythe suggested a letter of clarification. 

6. Greener Florence
SP Farley-Campbell reported that the business license renewals are ready to be mailed out November 23, 2011. She gave members a draft of the brochure to be included in the mailing and asked for comments. Members will take home and review, submitting comments to CP Farley-Campbell the next day. She asked for help stuffing the mailing. 

CP MacDuffee asked how places that don't have a business license such as non-profits, gated community club houses, etc., would receive the brochure. It was suggested that members take copies to various places in the community that do not have a business license. SP Farley-Campbell will put together a list. 

NEW Business
7. Garbage Weight Study  
SP Farley-Campbell reported that Dan Webb, CTR, requested time on the agenda for a summary of a weight study CTR had done, including an opportunity under Executive Session if necessary. Dan informed the meeting that the information was general and proceeded to describe how the analysis was completed over the period of a year in order to obtain an average of weights from all products. He handed out an overview. The finding was that, based on rate structure, the 35 gallon cart that the community uses subsidizes the commercial accounts for 1.5 yards and up. Discussion ensued, request for Executive Session.

8. Executive Session per ORS 192.660(1) and ORS 1952.660(2)(f)

Executive session called at 2:28 p.m., closed.
9. Committee and Staff Discussion/Report Items 
SP Farley-Campbell reported on kiosk and that CM Sharon MacLeod and CM Sandra Davidson are still working on the area. They reported on sorting, what is contamination, how much is contaminated, etc., how things are sorted. 
CP Forsythe brought up that he is gathering up all information where Styrofoam may be dropped off so it can be posted on the website and at the kiosk.
Joe Wonderlich, CTR, explained why the Association of Oregon Recyclers has put out a policy statement against biodegradable plastic bags. The composting period of 8-24 months is too long for commercially-viable composting operations and messes up composting streams. In a landfill, it is desired that items do not break down due to the creation of methane gas during breakdown. In the recycling stream, if you recycle and use the film, anything made from it will begin to fall apart in 18-24 months. CP Forsythe mentioned studies that can't prove bags buried in landfill actually biodegrade due to no UV light. VC MacLeod asked if there were any published studies. 
SP Farley-Campbell passed out Opportunity to Recycle study sent to the County last year. (inaudible) State has finished analysis and both County and City have met goals. The next Opportunity to Recycle reports are due to State in February, so City will need info from haulers in January. 
Joe Wonderlich, CTR, reported that in the last month recycle commodity prices across the board have deteriorated into the 30% range. Some of the best recycling commodity pricing occurred between August 2010 and August 2011 markets have declined precipitously. This week SP Newsprint filed for bankruptcy. They are the largest producer of newsprint and a major recycler, buying mixed recyclables, extracting newsprint to use in their mills and market remaining materials; a big hit to domestic recycling.
There was a discussion of the organics recycling program introduced in Portland. 

SP Farley Campbell raised the issue of the multi-family recycling program information received from the State and passed to the committee. Joe Wonderlich, CTR, suggested we tap into the program set up by the city of Gresham. 

ADJOURMENT

There being no further business to come before the Environmental Management Advisory Committee, CP Forsythe adjourned the meeting at 3:05 p.m.  

CALENDAR

Thursday, December 15, 2011 (regular session)

YARD DEBRIS DROP-OFF SCHEDULE
Saturday, November 19, 2011
Saturday, March 17, 2012
APPROVED BY THE EMAC ON THE _______DAY OF __________, 2011.
_______________________________                  _________        
Chairperson, Robert Forsythe                                        Date

ATTEST:

_______________________________                   _________         

Senior Planner, Wendy Farley                                    Date
[image: image1.png]



City of Florence

Environmental Management Advisory Committee                                                                                                  
Page 3 of 3
November 17, 2011

